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can see now that he will not be able to do so. Of course, we cannot
take it for granted that he will not do so. What he does will depend
entirely on our courage.

INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL SMUTS

As a result of the notices sent by Indians withdrawing their
applications and the good offices of friends like Mr. Cartwright, a letter
was received from General Smuts last Friday [inviting Mr. Gandhi]
for a discussion on the proposed Bill. A meeting of the Committee
[of the British Indian Association] was immediately held. Mr. Essop
Mia also attended. It was resolved at the meeting to send a reply
to General Smuts to say that Mr. Gandhi would see him in order to
acquaint himself with the nature of the Bill and he would then report
to the Committee on the interview. Mr. Gandhi was instructed not
to commit himself in any way to General Smuts. He was only to
reiterate the demand for the repeal of the outrageous Act.

The interview with General Smuts took place on Saturday.
Mr. Mathews, who had drafted the Bill, Mr. Gorges1 and Mr. Chamney
were present at the meeting. In the course of the talk they discussed
the question of amending the immigration Act and repealing the
[Asiatic Registration] Act, General Smuts admitted that the Asiatic
Act served no useful purpose. Mr. Lane's letter to Mr. Cartwright was
the result of a mistake. He added that, whatever the nature of the
Bill that was ultimately passed, the voluntary registrants would cer-
tainly not be subject to the Asiatic Registration Act. No clarification
was, however, offered about the status of those who had not
taken out registers [voluntarily], neither was any assurance given about
the repeal of the Act; it was merely stated that the Bill was yet to be
drafted. That is to say. General Smuts means to keep at least one of
his three promises, and voluntary registrants will not therefore come
within the scope of the law. [But] fulfilling this promise implies the
fulfilment of the two others as well. For it cannot happen that one half
of the Indian community is governed by one law and the other
half by another. That is, the law will be repealed, It has to be.
The new Bill must also make provision for those who may enter the
Colony hereafter.

LETTER TO SMurs2

But it is felt that General Smuts may do [the Asiatics] justice only
because of his fear of satyagraha and because he is afraid that other-

1 Then Acting Assistant Colonial Secretary, Transvaal
2 The letter is not reproduced here; vide "Letter to General Smuts", pp. 277-9.